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Head start for HaveringProject proving 
popular

BiP SOLUTIONS’ Project service is well
established as the smartest way to cre-
ate, manage and transmit contract
notices to the Official Journal of the
European Union (OJEU), but high
demand for the service shows that many
buyers can still benefit from the features
it offers.

Forty more public sector organisa-
tions signed up to Project in December
2006, meaning that there are now over
550 such bodies using the service in the
UK.Why is Project so popular? The
answer is because it helps to take the
pressure out of procurement – helping
buyers to complete contract notices
quickly, accurately and, most importantly,
compliantly.

Project enables contracts to be creat-
ed and managed in a fully secure, man-
aged and audited environment. Notices
are validated against the EU
Procurement Directives, so reducing the
risk of non-compliance, and BiP’s expert
support team are available to talk users
through any issues they may have.
Notices sent to the Official Publications
Office of the European Union via
Project’s XML gateway are published in
the OJEU within two to three working
days, so reducing tendering timescales.
However, Project can be used to create
contract notices of all values, including
those to be published on the www.sup-
ply2.gov.uk lower-value contracts por-
tal, for which BiP is the service provider.

Project is part of the Delta-ets 
e-tendering suite of services, which can
be used by public sector buyers to han-
dle the full life cycle of the tendering
process. Delta-ets includes Select for
pre-qualification questionnaires,
aXcess for the creation of buyer profiles,
Vault for a secure document exchange,
and Vault eAuction.

To see how your organisation can join
hundreds of others enjoying the benefits
of Delta-ets, please contact the 
Public Sector Solutions team on 
0845 270 7090, visit 
www.delta-ets.com or email
psst@bipsolutions.com

MANAGING TENDER documentation can be problematic, with

issues of security and compliance with EU procurement legislation

just two concerns to be considered. Fortunately, BiP Solutions’Vault

service offers a low-cost solution to this problem, with a range of other

benefits also available.

Vault provides a completely secure means of storing and transmitting Invitation to

Tender (ITT) documentation, and then receiving, managing and logging responses. It can be

used to facilitate all procurement procedures for every value of contract, helps to reduce

the administration costs associated with tendering, and is accessed via the internet.

Vault’s success isn’t just limited to the UK.The tourism agency VisitBritain recently

used Vault for a tendering exercise on behalf of one of its branches in New York.

Fourteen suppliers responded to the ITT, nine of whom were based in the USA.Vault

enabled the management of the tender documentation to be carried out without a

hitch, even when large files were uploaded by suppliers – a testament to Vault’s stabili-

ty.
Hazel Burden, Financial Policy Accountant for VisitBritain, said: “Vault proved to be an

invaluable service to us during this tendering exercise; helping us to manage all of the tender

documentation efficiently and simplifying the process both for us and those submitting ten-

ders. Having an audit trail and access to previous tender documents was really useful, espe-

cially as a learning resource for staff creating a tender for the first time.The knowledge that

BiP’s support staff have of the entire tendering process is also really helpful.”

VisitBritain is just one of a growing number of organisations to benefit from theVault

service. December 2006 saw 30 tenderboxes closed, with documentation made available to,

and received from, over 400 suppliers.

To find out more about howVault can ease your tendering process, go to www.bipsolu-

tions.com/Delta/vault.html, contact the Public Sector Solutions team on 0845 270

7090 or email psst@bipsolutions.com

THE LONDON Borough of Havering has
become the first local authority in the UK to
sign up to BiP Solutions’ new national 
pre-qualification accreditation service,
BiP Select.

BiP Select was launched in November 2006
and offers a simple and structured approach to
pre-qualification via supplier assessment across
common criteria, delivering better value for
money to both buyers and suppliers.The serv-
ice is open to all.

Havering has been at the forefront of inno-
vation in its procurement techniques and has
long sought to make efficiency savings. By
adopting BiP Select, the borough has moved
even further forward in addressing the efficien-
cy agenda.

BiP Select gives suppliers recognition
through pre-qualification and access to thou-
sands of public sector buyers. Suppliers can
choose to apply for either Select Certify or
Select Accredit status. For Select Certify sta-
tus, suppliers need only complete an online
self-certification questionnaire, while for Select
Accredit status, suppliers require to be fully
assessed by a third party.

For buyers, BiP Select offers access to a
diverse database of approved suppliers and a
single, transparent selection process.The serv-
ice helps public sector organisations deliver
improvements in efficiency and streamline
their procurement processes, supporting a ‘do
it once’ ethos.The service also minimises the
financial and administrative burden on buyers
and suppliers through removing duplication of
effort.

Public bodies signing up to BiP Select will
benefit from the service’s full compliance with

the EC Treaty, EU Public Procurement
Directives and UK Regulations. BiP Select is
the only cross-public sector accreditation serv-
ice delivered to the same exacting standards
set for the Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI)’s Constructionline accreditation service
– itself the only government-supported UK
accreditation service.

BiP has appointed Capita – which administers
the Constructionline service on behalf of the
DTI – as the vetting process service provider
for BiP Select. Capita’s specialist software
enables Constructionline and BiP Select supplier
information to be hosted in a shared environ-
ment, further reducing duplication.

The Society of Procurement Officers in
Local Government (SOPO), the leading pro-
curement organisation for local government
buyers with over 2500 members across the
UK, has endorsed BiP Select.
Buyers can use the service free of charge, so in
order to benefit from what it can offer your
organisation, visit www.bipselect.com
or call 0845 270 7094.
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